
By Fr. Mark Underdahl

As we celebrate the season of the Incarnation, may 
our gatherings with our families and friends, 

and in our worship here at St. Joseph of the Lakes, 
rejoice in the birth of our Savior! 

Our Holiday Worship Schedule is on 
page 2; please join us as we again gather 
to celebrate the season in song, Word, 
and Sacrament. Please note a couple of 
changes to the worship schedule the 
weekend of Christmas. 

The sign up for Liturgical Ministers for 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Sunday, 
December 26, and New Year’s Day is 
posted in the Gathering Space. If you 
know you will be going to any of these 
Masses, please sign up for a liturgical 
ministry. 

Our operating budget here at St. Joe’s depends on a 
healthy Christmas collection. A generous gift to the 
Christmas Collection or a Special Year End Gift will 
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support our parish ministries and programs and 
also positively affect your taxes and other financial 
considerations for 2010. In the spirit of Christmas 
and gift giving, please consider St. Joseph of the 

Lakes and our mission to proclaim the 
Gospel, provide ministries, and serve the 
broader community. I would be happy to 
visit with you if you would like to make 
a Special Christmas and Year End Gift. If 
you plan to donate stock, please contact 
our parish administrator, Amy Moore, 
as soon as possible to ensure that you 
get credit for the gift in the year 2010. 
On behalf of the entire St. Joseph of the 
Lakes community, thank you for your 
generosity. 

I am looking forward to celebrating the 
coming holiday season with you. May 

you enjoy a most blessed and Merry Christmas, and 
may the blessings of the Prince of Peace be yours 
through the New Year!		
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Christmas Concert featuring our Children’s Choir, 
the Liturgical Choir, & Instrument Ensemble
Sunday, December 5; 3 pm

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Wednesday, December 8
8:30 am Mass, followed by Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Chapel
5:30 pm Mass with Elementary Faith Formation
9 pm; Advent Night Prayer with Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament

ADVENT RECONCILIATION
3rd and 4th Grade First Reconciliation/Parish Advent:
	 Saturday, December 11; 10 am & 1 pm 
	 (Note: these services are open to the whole parish 	
 for the season of Advent)
	 Tuesday, December 14; 7 pm	

Individual:
	 Saturday, December 11; 3:30-4:40 pm
	 Thursday, December 16; 4-6 pm
	 Saturday, December 18; 3-4:40 pm
	 Monday, December 20; 5-7 pm

DECORATING THE WORSHIP SPACE FOR 
CHRISTMAS
Tuesday, December 21; beginning at 4:30 pm

CHRISTMAS
Friday, December 24
3:30 pm; Sounds of Christmas
4 pm Mass
9:30 pm; Sounds of Christmas
10 pm Mass

Saturday, December 25
9 am Mass
11 am Mass
Christmas Carols 15 minutes before each Mass
(Note: no 5 pm Mass on December 25)

HOLY FAMILY
Sunday, December 26
9:30 am Mass
11 am Mass
(Note: no 8 am Mass on December 26)

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2011 because it 
falls on Saturday)
Saturday, January 1						    
9 am Mass
(Note: there will be a 5 pm Mass as usual for the Feast of 
the Epiphany)

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Sunday, January 2
Elementary Faith Formation "Epiphany Drama" at 
9:30 & 11 am Masses

Celebrate Epiphany Sunday at St. Joe's
By Jean Longendyke

Again this year, the children of St. Joe’s will 
dramatize the Gospel of Mark on Epiphany 

Sunday, January 2, during the 9:30 and 11:00 Masses. 

All children of St. Joe’s have a part in the celebration. 
After the First Reading, the children are invited to 
stand and follow the star, as the Wise Men did so 

, long ago, to find the Christ Child. The children will 
then sit on the steps and carpet area in front of the 
Altar and watch the Gospel. 

This is a wonderful way to end the Christmas season 
for all. 
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Liturgy

By Andrea Grasse

Rockin’ Hallows Eve, our 1st annual Halloween 
dance, was held on October 29, 2010. A fun time 

was had by all!  

“Java Soul,” a nine-piece band from our own choir 
(Scott Larson, Laura Anderson, Maria Clarys, Bobby 
Killey, Howard Clarys, Mark Kriz, Tom Reineke, 
Andrea Grasse, and Dave Lorier), played music from 
the 60's and 70’s. Parishioners, families, and friends 
gathered in costume and danced their feet away. 

It was a wonderful family 
event with children and 
adults alike sharing the 
dance floor. The band 
performed on the Men’s 
Group Stage all in costume.  
Dancing, singing, laughing, 
and eating...what better way 
do we have for fellowship? 
Plans are underway for next 
year’s event.  

Rockin' Hallows Eve

By Amy Moore

We celebrated a Liturgy of Welcome at the 
beginning of masses in early November. This 

litany served in welcoming the newest members 
to St. Joseph of the Lakes Catholic Church (28 
households since August!), and reminded us that we 
are ALL welcome at the table of the Lord, no matter 
where we are on our faith journey.

We will continue to use this Liturgy of Welcome on a 
quarterly basis. I received a number of very positive 
comments from parishioners after the liturgy. They 
were moved by the words that were read during 
the welcome. For those of you were not present that 
weekend, I’ll share them here:

Liturgy of Welcome

“Yes, you belong to us, for you belong to Christ. With 
Christ we welcome you as part of his body! If you have 
been away, you can come back. If you have not been able to 
believe without seeing Christ, then look around you. The 
Body of Christ has come here today. Sinners are welcome, 
saints too. Everyone is welcome to come to Christ. Christ 
is the host here today. Christ sets this table, and Christ 
welcomes all!”

So consider this a personal invitation to join us at 
Sunday liturgy! There is always a place for you at the 
table of the Lord.

By Steve Robach

Every Sunday at the 11:00 
Mass, our Spirit Alive music 

group brings a fresh energy to 
our liturgy with worship and 
praise songs. We have  a core 
group of adults and young 
adults who lead this music, 
and we have also been working 
with our middle school and high school teens to join 
in leading the music at these Masses.  

We are hearing from many of our parishioners about 
how much they enjoy this kind of music and how 
much their children and teens like being at the Spirit 
Alive Masses. If you haven’t been to the 11:00 Mass 
on Sunday, join us and add your voice and spirit to 
this powerful worship experience.

If you would like to join the Spirit Alive music group, 
call Andrea Grasse at 651-784-3015.

Spirit Alive 

Joanne Fischbach & 
Nikki Sauter
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Community Life

By Donna Schleeter

The Lakes Life Care Center in Forest Lake provides 
free crisis pregnancy support services to enable 

women to have a healthy experience and give their 
babies a chance in life. Since 1982, the center has 
given free pregnancy testing, educational counseling 
on parenting and abortion alternatives, housing and 
employment referrals, baby clothing and furniture 
assistance, as well as medical treatment to its clients.  

For some women, the center was their last call 
before considering an abortion to end their crisis 
situation. For others, the center gave them a calm, 
knowledgeable, and non-judgmental person with 
whom they could discuss aspects of 
their personal history. For its clients, the 
center is an island in a tumultuous sea of 
overwhelming waves of despair from an 
unplanned pregnancy.

The center has an inviting lobby of 
comfortable chairs with smaller rooms for 
private counseling and an examination 
room equipped with ultrasound 
equipment for mothers to see their 
miracle of life. The center also has a store 
for mothers-to-be to obtain clothing and 
equipment for their babies. Mothers can use baby 
bucks from the "Earn While You Learn" program to 
purchase items for their babies. 

The center employs two paid staff personnel and an 
after-hours answering service, but is otherwise run by 
volunteers. These volunteers can include professional 
medical staff or lay counselors. All volunteers are 
trained at the center’s parent organization, Total Life 
Care Center seminars, before working with clients. 
As stated on the center's web site, these volunteers 
provide their service with the “compassion of Christ 
by offering assistance in both word and deed by a 
one-on-one caring helper.”  

Two employees who exemplify this philosophy are 
Diana McEvoy, employed 24 years, and Vaenae 
Hansel, employed 13 years. They feel a strong 
commitment to these women and want to provide 

them with an opportunity to become mothers. These 
mothers might otherwise choose abortion, because 
they can not afford the care they need for themselves 
and their babies at this time in their lives.

Last year, the center had over 800 visits from clients, 
administered 100 pregnancy tests, counseled women 
over 300 times in their "Earn While You Learn" 
program, showed the beauty of life to over 30 women 
in their Ultrasound Program, and helped 16 babies 
come into the world. 

They are also a Cradle of Hope site, providing 
emergency financial assistance to women 
whose pregnancy has put them in a 
short-term economic predicament, in 
which no other source of help is there for 
them. They have done all of this while 
keeping their services free to their clients, 
by maintaining their operating expenses 
under 30% of their budget. Services are 
provided regardless of a client’s age, race, 
religion, marital status, or income. The 
ages of most of their clients range from 
18-25 years old, but can be as young as 13 
years to as old as 40 years.  

This year the center will receive $1,000 from the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis and use a 
State of Minnesota grant to cover only half of their 
budgeted expenses. That leaves a very big gap for 
their other smaller donors to cover. That is where the 
Church of St. Joseph of the Lakes needs to step up.  

On January 22 & 23, 2011, our church will hold a 
baby shower to celebrate Respect for Life Sunday. 
Baby bottles will be available for cash donations, 
as well as diapers with items noted that are needed 
by these mothers. Please consider helping this 
alternative to abortion organization by making a 
donation to them and also keeping them in your 
prayers.  

If you would like to learn more about this center, visit 
http://lakeslifecarecenter.org.

The Angels are Working at...
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Community Life

By Amy Moore

Thanks to Allina Hospitals Heart Safe Community 
program, St. Joe’s has been able to obtain a second 

Automatic Electronic Defibrillator for our parish. We 
are fortunate to have two AEDs available on campus.  
One is located in the Gathering Space, just outside the 
usher’s room, and the other is in the Great Hall.  Both 
can be found in wall cabinets. 

Allina provides maintenance and support of the 
AEDs, and through a grant program we received 
the AED at no cost. As participants in the Heart Safe 
program, we also received CPR training mannequins 
and DVDs. The staff and some of the Faith Formation 
volunteers have been trained thus far. Plans in the 
near future include training our hospitality ministers 
and additional volunteers. 

We feel very fortunate to have this valuable 
equipment available for all our parishioners and 
guests. We hope that we never have to use it, but in 
the event that someone is unconscious, we are ready 
to respond and assist until professional help arrives. 

By Amy Moore

Looking for a simple, useful, 
and fun gift idea for $5 or 

$10? We have the answer – a St. 
Joseph of the Lakes t-shirt or 
cap! Give us a call in the office, 
651-784-3015, or email amym@
saintjosephsparish.org, and we'll 
set aside your order. Pick up 
orders on the weekends in the 
usher’s room or during the 
week in the parish office.

St. Joseph of the Lakes ~ Together In Spirit... 
Great Gift-Giving Idea

•	 Adult size t-shirts are only $10, and youth t-shirts 
are a steal at $5.  

•	 Youth sizes are available in XS-L and come in 
green, red, or yellow.

•	 Adult sizes are available in S-XXL and come in 
green, yellow, white, or grey.

•	 We also have logo caps for just $12.

Consider stuffing your stockings with St. Joe’s t-shirts 
and caps!  

Senior Adult Potluck
Friday, December 17 

9-11 am
Here's a chance for our senior 

parishioners to gather together after 
8:30 Mass to enjoy good food and 

conversation.

Bring a dish to share; 
beverages provided.

Sign up in the Gathering Space 
or in the Historic Church.

Call Kathy in the parish office
(651-784-3015) with questions.
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Faith Formation

By Steve Robach

On November 21, our four RCIA candidates 
were formally welcomed into our St. Joe’s faith 

community at the 9:30 Mass.

The Rite of Welcome marks the end of the Inquiry 
period and the beginning of the Catechumenate 
period of the formation process for those seeking 
full initiation into the Catholic Church. This ritual is 
centered around the introduction of the candidates 
to the community and a special blessing of the 
senses with a sign of the cross by Fr. Mark and the 

RCIA Candidates and the Rite of Welcome

candidate’s sponsor. This blessing signifies that these 
individuals are claimed by Christ and are now a part 
of the prayer life of our community.  

Please keep our candidates in your prayers as they 
continue their journey:

Kelli Hofmann
Erica Larson

Cory Lindgren
Lindsay Nelson

Ann Stewart

Water Filter Project is Saving Lives
By Denise Walsh

After our parish delegation returned from their 
mission trip to Guatemala, they challenged 

themselves and our parish to help find monies to 
buy water filters for the 190 families living in the city 
dump in Guatemala City. Thanks to your generosity, 
St. Joe’s was able to help with the purchase of 50 
water filters so far. Each filter will provide clean water 
for one family for up to five years.

Here is a letter from Jason Powell of Hope Renewed 
International: 
“I had the great fortune to be in Guatemala when we 
�‘�Š�—�•�Ž�•�1�˜�ž�•�1�•�‘�Ž�1� �Š�•�Ž�›�1���•�•�Ž�›�œ�1�’�—�1�•�‘�Ž�1�•�ž�–�™�1�•�‘�Š�—�”�œ�1�•�˜�1�•�‘�Ž�1
generous donation of St. Joseph’s. It is impossible to convey 
the impact that this donation had on the lives of the people 
in the dump. To see the expression in the eyes of a mother 
�‘�˜�•�•�’�—�•�1�Š�1� �Š�•�Ž�›�1���•�•�Ž�›�1�’�—�1�˜�—�Ž�1�‘�Š�—�•�1�Š�—�•�1�‘�Ž�›�1�œ�–�Š�•�•�1�Œ�‘�’�•�•�1�’�—�1
the other, knowing that from this day forward she would 
be able to provide clean water for her child…amazing! On 
behalf of the families in the dump, let me say thank you!”  

Go to: �‘�4�™�ñ�&�&�•�Š�•�•�Ž�›�¢�ï�–�Ž�ï�Œ�˜�–�&�‘�’�”�Ž�›�V�W�Û�W�V�V�X�Y�W for more 
photos.


