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Ministry – The Silent Revolution
By Steve Robach, Director of Adult 
Education and Justice & Charity

On January 22 Fr. Ken Pierre 
traced the steady growth of 

lay ministry within our church 
since the end of the Vatican 
Council II in 1965. He calls this a 
revolution in our church because 
prior to the council most Catholics 
thought the call to holiness and 
ministry was reserved for only 
priests and religious. He reminded 
us that it is our baptism that 
identifies us with the life and work 
of being Christ in the world and 
each of us is called to ‘minister’ 
by using our gifts to ‘build up the 
earth’ and establish God’s reigning 
presence in our world.

In The Beginning…
This February season 40 
parishioners participated in a five 
week study of the first five books 
of the bible – The Torah. We began 
with how the two conflicting 
stories of creation in Genesis 1 and 
2 and the story of Adam and Eve 
were not meant to be science or 
history in the way we understand 
it. They were written and edited 
between 1000 and 450 BC along 
with the rest of the five books of 
the Torah. The Torah established 
such a deep sense of what it meant 
to be Jews that their identity would 
never again be compromised 
individually or corporately. This 
could only be done by asserting 

that their sacred scriptures were 
in fact the absolute law of God, 
that these scriptures expressed the 
will of God for them and that their 
obedience to the Torah must be 
total and complete.

Three key themes were essential  
to preserving their identity:  

First, they reintroduced the 
Sabbath, making it the sign of their 
national identity. 

Second, these priestly leaders 
urged upon their people the 
adoption of kosher dietary laws, 
mandating that the food the 
captive people ate had to be 
prepared in kosher kitchens. 

Third, these priestly leaders 
revived the practice of circumcision 
as the distinguishing mark of 

Judaism, literally cutting that mark 
into the bodies of every Jewish 
male at the time of puberty. 

As Catholics it is important to 
know that we have a distinctly 
non-literal, non-fundamentalist 
approach to the scriptures that 
free us to explore the deeper 
meanings and truths behind the 
words. Fundamentalism and 
literal interpretation of scriptures 
is to be avoided by Catholics. 
From the Roman Pontifical 
Biblical Commission in 1964: 
“The fundamentalist approach is 
dangerous, for it is attractive to 
people who look to the Bible for 
ready answers to the problems of 
life…. Without saying as much in 
so many words, fundamentalism 
actually invites people to a kind 
of intellectual suicide. It injects 
into life a false certitude, for it 
unwittingly confuses the divine 
substance of the biblical message 
with what are in fact its human 
limitations.” A great on-line 
resource for exploring the  
Catholic approach to scripture is:  
www.daily-word-of-life.com.
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Regular Collections 
(Regular Collections, Holy Days, Christmas/Easter) 1,076,280  557,487  552,797  1,099,594 
Building Fund Collections  140,163  66,321  71,282  142,565 
Capital Campaign  6,877  645  0  0 
Net August Festival Income  56,042  59,776  61,000  61,000 
Religious/Adult Education  91,323  69,710  70,550  98,700 
Misc Receipts (Stole Fees, Mass Stipends, Rentals, 
Annual Catholic Appeal, Coffee & Donuts, Scrip) 109,692  932  32,889  50,172 
Total Income  1,480,378  754,872  788,518  1,452,031 

Wages  608,459  271,867  270,608  541,220 
Employee Benefits  138,844  74,538  68,345  136,688 
Parish Programs (excluding Staff costs): Liturgy 14,343  1,784  2,845  5,940 
   Religious/Adult Education 53,385  26,310  30,617  54,866 
   Parish Council 2,221  1,625  1,500  3,000 
   Social Ministry 7,393  5,037  4,820  6,000 
   Youth Ministry 814  7,579  3,320  7,625 
   Music Ministry 4,698  2,931  2,250  4,500 
   Parish Projects 5,338  5,799  1,750  3,500 
   Pastoral Ministry 938  (148) 1,375  2,500 
Operating Costs:  Repair & Maintenance (Church Building & Grounds) 48,352  20,517  21,365  44,850 
   Utilities  77,887  26,449  47,862  95,724 
   General Office Expenses 38,439  10,312  13,043  26,085 
   Misc Expense  55,696  23,781  23,427  45,839 
   Insurance  38,733  25,659  20,000  40,000 
   County Assessments  4,142  2,071  2,213  4,425 
   Archdiocesan Assessment 95,047  55,141  55,141  110,282 
   Major Maint./Enhancement 19,968  10,556  5,000  10,000 
   Principal/Interest  302,913  176,699  151,457  302,913 
   Water & Sewer Assessment 6,327  3,332  2,796  5,592 
Total Expenses  1,523,936  751,840  729,732  1,451,549 

Excess Income (Expenses)  (43,558) 3,032  58,787  482 

 ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
 7/1/07 to 6/30/08 7/1/08 to 12/31/08 7/1/08 to 12/31/08 7/1/08 to 6/30/09

While the Year-to-date seems 
to reflect a profit of $3,032, 
it is important to note that 
the to-date budgeted amount 
is $58,787. Therefore our 
income is behind expenses 
by $55,755. This is a budget 
shortfall amount.

Revenues through 12/31/08 • Fiscal Year 2009

Regular Collections 74% Net August Festival Income 8%
Building Fund Collections 9% Religious/Adult Education 9%
Capital Campaign 0% Misc. Receipts 0%

8%
74%

9% 0%

9%

0%

Expenses through 12/31/08 • Fiscal Year 2009

Programs & Services Costs 52%
Principal / Interest 24%
Maintenanace & Operating Costs 24%

24%

24% 52%

Finance and Development
St. Joseph’s Financial Statement for the year beginning July 1, 2008 and ending December 31, 2008
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Finance
 St. Joe’s Financial Situation

Health of our Parish	
By Jennifer Hovland, Parish Administrator

Much has been said about our financial state lately. 
It is a multi-faceted, often complicated answer. 

We continue to try to bring you information through 
the bulletin that is up-to-date and helpful. We are 
certainly seeing a decrease in our collections. We are 
doing our best to cut costs on this end. We, like you at 
home, are doing without, re-using old and just making 
due. Through this, we have projected to shave another 
$43,000 off of our expenses. These savings in expenses 
will help offset our projected decrease in income from 
programming fees and other income. 

Our collections remain the primary form of income 
for our parish. We have been trying to keep a close 
watch on those as well. Your donations really make 
our parish work. We know that each and every one of 
you will do their very best to keep donations coming 
in during these difficult economic times. 

As Fr. Mark has been communicating to you, we will 
be going through a staff restructuring this spring in an 
attempt to continue lowering our operating expenses. 
This reduction in staff will result in a reduction in 
programming as well. We know that some of the staff 
and programs we need to cut will be difficult for you 
and us as well. The executive committee has spent 
many long hours weighing these matters. 

We are blessed to have a strong and talented staff 
who contribute so much to the life of this parish. We 
are also very blessed to have so many wonderful 
parishioners who give so faithfully of their time, talent 
and treasure to make this parish a place where people 
want to come. 

We continue to offer “cradle to grave” Faith Formation 
opportunities. We are hearing a variety of music at the 
masses. We have diverse Justice and Charity outreach 
and intervention opportunities. We have a very active 
Community Life Commission that engages the whole 
parish in a variety of activities. Our Pastoral Care 
team oversees the needs of many. We have been able 
to keep on top of the repairs to buildings, grounds and 
equipment. 

This continues to be a Spirit-filled parish. Each day 
the staff gathers to pray. Our weekend liturgies renew 
the energy of our Christian calling. We are grateful 
every day to hear the miracles that God is working 
in your lives. Our parish has been a presence in this 
community for nearly 160 years. Our buildings remain 
a hub of activities for many groups in our community 
(AA, Lino Lakes Lion’s, 4-H, many scouting groups).

Even through these difficult times, we see God at work 
in our lives and yours. Regardless of your current 
situation, I pray that you will see God’s hand at work, 
blessing and protecting you. 
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Justice & Charity
Updates

Christmas Generosity 
By Steve Robach, Director of Adult Education and  
Justice & Charity

Building on the long and generous tradition of 
Jan and Terry Meyer putting the names of needy 

families on the Giving Tree each year, we added three 
more trees this year to represent other projects we 
have been involved with over the past few years. The 
result was a Gathering space and hallway lit up with 
trees and piles of gifts! Again, thank you all for your 
generosity. A big thanks to all who donated gifts to one 
or more of  these projects. We were able to provide gifts 
to 32 families in our community who are in great need. 
We also collected over 100 gifts that were distributed 
on Christmas Eve to over 100 very needy children on 
the White Earth Indian Reservation. The Shoe Box 
collection went well also, and the donated supplies 
were delivered to St. Joseph’s Home to help children 
and teens. The gifts and money donated to Hannah’s 
Hope were sent to their orphanage in Guatemala City.

Global Family 
Connections
By Steve Robach, Director of Adult 
Education and Justice & Charity

Our January event featured our 
co-sponsoring with the Lakes 

Life Care Center a baby shower and 
‘baby bottle’ project to raise monies  
to support this very important work.  
Our contributions last year helped 
to buy an ultra-sound machine for 
the center. We also had our Summer 
Mission Trip teens selling baked 
goods to raise monies for their trips. On Sunday the Dan and Renee Legierski family served breakfast burritos 
to raise monies for the Hannah’s Hope Orphanage in Guatemala. Your support of this project is helping to care 
for over 50 children they were able to rescue from the streets. Renee and Dan have themselves in the past year 
adopted two beautiful girls from Guatemala. Page 13 contains an update about their experience.
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Justice & Charity
Updates

Expect Miracles
By Renee Legierski

If you look up the definition of the 
word “miracle” in the dictionary,  

you see two entries: 
•  any amazing or wonderful occurrence 
•  �a marvelous event manifesting a supernatural act  

of a divine agent

When most of us think of a miracle, we probably think 
of the second definition. A miracle that catches our 
attention must be a grand event, an unexplainable and 
therefore miraculous phenomenon that cures an illness, 
or stops a flood, or saves a life. Something amazing that 
is beyond the scope of human intervention or capability. 
Those things surely happen; we’ve all heard of them. But 
what if both definitions are equally correct? What if each 
of us, inside, has the capability to do miraculous things?

After a 4 ½ year wait, on April 2, 2008, we stepped 
onto U.S. soil for the first time with our baby daughter, 
Sabrina, in our arms and were greeted by a huge crowd 
of elated family and friends. They were simply excited 
for us, wanted to be there for us, even though I was 
sure that after over four years of waiting, they were 
sick of the subject. As the person on the receiving end 
of such support, after all we have grieved and lost, all 
the sleepless nights, all the prayers and tears, walking 
into that loving crowd felt like a miracle.

I’ve learned a lot about miracles in the last couple of 
years. When an anonymous stranger writes a check 
for $32,000 so that we could adopt a second child, 
you can’t help but learn a lot of things. That stranger 
wrote a check, which, in and of itself, may not seem 
like a miracle. The intent, and the result of that action, 
though, were nothing short of miraculous. On July 31, 
2008, we brought home a second amazing child who is 
a perfect fit for our family, and that 6 year old girl gets 
a chance at a better life. The act of writing that check, 
of almost incomprehensible generosity, has forever 
changed the fabric of our family in more ways than we 
can count, and Keyla’s life completely.

When we put up the giving tree to 
benefit Hannah’s Hope, we were 
mindful of the poor economy. Many 
are hurting, and not as many people 
can help as much as they would like. 
We should have known better. When 
my sister, Denise, St. Joe’s Youth 

Minister and aunt extraordinaire to all five of my 
children, called to tell me that all the donation tickets 
had been removed, I was overjoyed. Hannah’s Hope 
cares for so many orphaned children, and also reaches 
out to the larger poor community, and the need is 
huge. When she called me a couple of weeks later to 
come and witness that the piles of donated baby items 
under the tree had grown so large that they had to 
move it to a conference room, and now the conference 
room was full, I was moved to tears. How can that, my 
friends, be anything less than a miracle? 

This past weekend, we were honored to have our 
Second Annual Breakfast Burrito Fundraiser for 
Hannah’s Hope. Once again, we were cautiously 
optimistic; we had a good turnout last year, but were 
worried about the economy. You would think we 
would have learned by now. We had to replenish our 
supplies part way through, and ended up making over 
$500 to send to Hannah’s Hope. You did that, St. Joes. 

Now, I realize those of you who bought a bottle of baby 
shampoo or ate a breakfast burrito weren’t thinking 
about creating a miracle for someone that day. But to 
the baby who receives its first bath, or the child who 
gets to eat a hot meal, or have a dry diaper, or a clean 
shirt because of your generosity, I bet it feels like one. 
I know that whenever I have asked for your help on 
behalf of children you will never meet, you have given 
it without hesitation in amazing and wonderful ways. 
And that, my friends, is the definition of a miracle.

Thank you doesn’t begin to cover how grateful we are, 
for your help, your generosity, your prayers, and your 
friendship. 

			   Sincerely, 
			   Renee, Dan, Sam, Gabe, Rafe, Keyla,  
			   and Sabrina Legierski 
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Community Life
St. Joseph’s Parish Festival

Top Ten Reasons for Being a Catholic
Some of the 8th grade catechists, in preparation for 
teaching a unit called “Being Catholic,” put together 
their personal “Top Ten” list of reasons they are Catholic. 
Here are a few, in no significant order:

1.	� History: I enjoy coming to a place of worship that  
I know will always be there

2.	� Widely Bible-based but we are not Bible literalists

3.	� Our message of service and social justice

4.	 Saints and Mary

5.	� The ability to attend Mass each week with Eucharist

6.	� We welcome and accept different people–race, 
beliefs, conservative or liberal

7.	� Sense of community (and my family is Catholic)

8.	� Sacraments that prepare you and help you grow

9.	 Strong traditions and family values

10.	�Pancake breakfasts and donut Sundays!

What’s on your Top Ten list?

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Become Part of the Tradition!

St. Joseph Parish Festival
1908–2009

August 8 and 9, 2009
www.SaintJosephsParish.org
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November 9, 2008
Evelyn Grace Miller 
Eric & Cheryl Miller 

Aliva Grace Van De Wiele
 Lucas & Andrea Van De Wiele

November 16, 2008
Isabella Holland Chall

Michael & Joy Chall

Evan Jarret Fisher
Jarret & Christine Fisher

Meghan Grace Lynch
William & Amy Lynch

Carly Grace Mitchell
Anthony & Laura Mitchell

Emma Margaret Wagener & 
Katherine Ann Wagener
John & Monica Wagener

November 22, 2008
David Soule Carney

Michael & Shalini Carney

December 7, 2008
Ryan Philip Beck

Philip & Jacqueline Beck

Mackenzie Kay Buescher
Gerald & Tanya Buescher

Joseph Francis Winker
Adam & Sarah Winker

Hannah Marie Worm
Christian & Melinda Worm

December 27, 2008
Grayson Lee Then

Kurt & Corinne Then

January 10, 2009 
Lane Robert Fort

Jamie & Shannon Fort

Dominic Jacob Warren
Christopher & Cynthia Warren

January 25, 2009
Brayden William Berg

Gavin Patrick Berg
Jameson Martin Berg
Robert & Kerri Berg

Cadence Rose Culverhouse
Timothy Culverhouse & Jesica Jagoe

Roy Valentine Gilbertson
Garett & Anna Gilbertson

Sydney Olivia Messerli
Marc & Mary Messerli

Hope Marie Moore
Jeffrey & Melinda Moore

St. Joseph’s welcomes our newest baptized members, 
congratulates our newly married couples, and remembers 
those who have gone on before us. Our prayers are with 
all of them, their families, and our community.

Pastoral Care
In Our Prayers...

Baptisms

Deaths Marriages
November 8, 2008

Brian Kjorstad & Louise Carey

November 15, 2008
Todd Rieger & Renee Neuberger

Decmeber 27, 2008
Michael Carney & Shalini Vijayakumar

January 3, 2009
Doug Svendsen & Brittany Beck

January 24, 2009
Josh Kriegler & Krista Hallen

Gary Frank Menne

Valens Joseph Hughes

Matthew Paul Strohmayer, Jr.

Joyce Helen Dzieweczynski

Joan O'Brien

Helen Eleanor Hollanitsch

Richard "Dick" Joseph Paul
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Ask St. Joseph

Why don’t they have private confession in the 
newer churches?

A All Catholic churches have private confession, 
some by appointment only. Our standing time 

for private confession is every Saturday afternoon in 
the reconciliation room (in the 
chapel). Fr. Mark and Fr. Ken are 
available by appointment, also.

This is a quarterly newsletter produced by 
volunteers. We welcome input—pictures, 
suggestions, stories, poems, jokes, reflections. 
We prefer articles on discs or emailed, but will 
use articles handwritten or typed. Pictures may 
also be submitted digitally. Articles may be edited 
for length, grammar, or to fit the mission of this 
newsletter. To contribute: EMAIL to the office:  
chriss@saintjosephsparish.org

If you would like to join us in planning one issue or 
more, contact Mary Ann Henke for meeting times.

Newsletter Volunteers
Renee Legierski  .   .   .   .   .   .   . Contributing Writer
Barb Drewlo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Production Coordinator
Mary Ann Henke  .  .  .  .  .  .      Coordinator/PPC Liaison

Newsletter Mission Statement

“The mission of the St. Joseph Newsletter is to 

provide a vehicle to bond parishioners and support 

the mission of St. Joseph Parish of Rice Lake by 

providing common information.”   

Q
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