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Faith Formation
Middle School & High School

Youth Infused
Keep an eye out for YOUTH 
INFUSED Masses—usually the same 
Sunday as Fair Trade weekends! 
The Peer Ministry Singers, along 
with choir members, lead our music, 
teens of confirmation age proclaim 
the readings, and often the Drama 
Club and friends brings a new view 
to our Gospel stories. 

Fun Friday
Sixth, seventh, and eighth graders, 
along with sixteen awesome adults, 
kicked off Fun Fridays with a 
Haunted Hayride at Pinehaven 
Farms. What was the scariest? The 
monsters in the Haunted House 
got the most votes! Fun Fridays’ 
purpose is to have fun together in 
a safe environment that encourages 
participation and belonging. 
Watch the bulletin for movie night, 
snowtubing, and more! 

Peer Ministry Singers

Fun Friday Haunted Hayride

Youth Readers
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Faith Formation
Spiritual Growth

So, what does the guy in 
red really have to do with 
Christmas, anyway?
By Chris Sauter

Every year, many Christians struggle with this 
question, especially among rampant commercialism.  
As a parent of three daughters, I too have struggled 
with this question. Here are some of my thoughts.

Santa, for many, introduces us to the experience of faith. 
He is our first experience of believing in something 
wonderful that we don’t understand. For a child, 
the man in red is often an initiation of believing in 
something that we can’t see but holds the promise of 
something good. 

Santa also teaches us about the wonder-filled 
experience of mystery. As we grow in our faith and 
try to comprehend the mysteries of our faith, we, once 
again, experience that same wonder-filled feeling that 
makes our hearts swell.

Now, the argument against Santa says, “but he isn’t...”  
I would argue that the end of that statement should be 
“he isn’t exactly who children think he is.” Isn’t it the 
same with our understanding of God? When things 
happen that help us gain a deeper understanding of 
God, our perception of Him changes and grows.

As they grow older, children 
will begin questioning 
the details of Santa. In the 
same way, questioning is an 
important part of spiritual 
growth too. And, by the way, 
questions about our own 
faith don’t always lead to the 
“right” answers either. 

One day a child will discover the truth. The truth is 
Santa isn’t what we thought he was when we were 
children. As we grew older, wiser, and more mature 
we discovered Santa was something very different 
from what we thought—and far more wonderful than 
we ever imagined. And so it is with our faith and our 
understanding of God.

This Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the Coming of 
Jesus and anticipate the Second Coming of Jesus, may 
you experience at least one “WOW” moment when you 
discover God is not exactly who you thought either; 
that He is much greater. Merry Christmas! 

  For in hope we were saved. 
  Now hope that sees for itself is not hope. 
  For who hopes for what one sees?

     Romans 8:24

Lenten Small Groups 
Make this year’s Lenten season 
a time of personal renewal and 
growth by joining 8-10 other adults 
for five weeks of faith sharing in 
parishioners’ homes.

You will experience a sense 
of belonging and community, 
share your faith story and meet 
some wonderful fellow seekers. 
Registrations begin January 20 
through February 3, or call the Faith 
Formation office at 651-784-3065.

Cana Supper
Saturday, February 9, 6:30 p.m. 
Celebrate your marriage and 
enjoy a wonderful night out at 
St. Joe’s.

We will have a renewal of 
marriage vows, a delicious meal 
and an entertaining and inspiring 
presentation by a guest speaker. 
Tickets can be purchased in the 
parish office, or call 651-784-3065.

Holiday Consumer 
Resources
A great resource when looking 
at the various video games and 
movies our children will be asking 
for this Christmas season: www.
mediafamily.org

When looking for clothes and 
toys and whether they are made 
by companies with fair and 
safe labor practices go to www.
sweatshopwatch.org   
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part of the restoration. “It’s not just 
painting on the wall,” Meyer said  
of the reproduction process. “Its 
almost like putting the works on 
canvas, then having them adhered 
to the walls. They will last another 
100 years.” 

That work will be the last critical 
piece to the restoration, according 
to Meyer. “We don’t have a contract 
with St. Paul Fabricating, just 
estimates,” Meyer said. “When we 
are finally done, we are going to 
really celebrate, regardless of any 
other anniversary timelines.”

The restoration project has attracted 
the attention of a number of 
parishioners. Many of them gather 
every Wednesday night at the 
church to continue the preservation.

Sally and Mark Brisbois are St. 
Joseph’s parish members who live in 
Blaine. The couple became involved 
with the project at an early stage. 
“After we moved the Christmas 
decorations and Boy Scouts’ storage 
out, all of the pews were taken out,” 
said Sally Brisbois. “The back wall 
in the basement had collapsed, and 
there were buckets full of mud and 
dirt all over.” 

Mark Brisbois helped cut out the 
old, cast-iron boiler in the basement 
of the church. “We had to hook 

up replacement heat 
and build new steps 
for the back,” Sally 
Brisbois said. “We 
had to stabilize the 
foundation. That was 
the first thing we did. 
We would work as far 
as the money would 

take us, then stop until somebody 
would make a donation.”

Mike Lundequam also lives in Blaine 
and has been a member of the St. 
Joseph’s with his wife, Linda, since 
1976. He said about 90 percent of the 
project has involved “grunt work” 
of all shapes and sizes. “I have a 
24-year-old son, Kyle, who wanted 
to have his wedding in the restored 
church,” Lundequam said. “When 
that wasn’t possible, he grabbed a 
nail gun and started working on the 
hardwood floors. He’s been doing it 
for the last eight months.” 

Lundequam said he’s been involved 
in the restoration effort for the past 
three years. “I’ve learned a lot of 
different things,” he said. “With a 
project like this, you learn as you 
go. You try things you normally 
wouldn’t do if the work was within 
your home.”

Meyer said Mary Trombley had 
been asked to “keep away” from  
the church restoration progress  
prior to Saturday’s celebration 
similar to the groom not seeing the 
bride before the wedding.

“When she saw it last, construction 
lights were hanging from the walls 
and ceiling and there was paper 
over the floor,” Meyer said.

Mary Trombley downplayed the 
 significance of her and Les’ 50th 
 anniversary. She said in an 
interview getting the word out 
about the restoration was far more 
important. “Our anniversary date 
was secondary,” she said. “My main 
purpose is getting money raised 
for the old church.” Trombley said 
she didn’t give her and Les’ 50th 
wedding anniversary any thought 
until about a month ago. “I did not 
write down one single thing as to 
who should do what,” she said.

All four of her children Joellen, 
John, Ron and Rita were able to 
attend the ceremony. Ron and his 
family traveled from Tulsa, Okla.,  
to participate.

Mary Trombley’s ties to Old St. 
Joe’s run deep. Her father and 
grandfather, John B. Frischmon, 
and John Flor were key players 
in the parish’s early years. Her 
grandparents and parents died 
before they could celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversaries, she 
said. “Les and I are the first ones  
in my family to have a big 
celebration in this church,” she said. 
“My funeral is going to be in that 
church. They can wheel my casket 
right out to the cemetery.”

For more information about the  
Old St. Joe’s Foundation or to learn 
how to make a tax-deductable 
donation to the restoration, contact 
Ted Brausen at 612-598-8661 or Jan 
Meyer at 763-786-7982.

Tim Hennagir is at  
editor.blaineslplife@ecm-inc.com.

Continued from p. 9

Community Life 
Historic Church
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Finance
St. Joseph’s Financial Statement for period of July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007  

	 ACTUAL	 ACTUAL	 BUDGET	 BUDGET
	 7/1/05 to 6/30/06	 7/1/06 to 6/30/07	 7/1/06 to 6/30/07	 7/1/07 to 6/30/08

Regular Collections	 1,095,693 	 1,141,673 	 1,124,700 	 1,149,350
Building Fund Collections	 163,501 	 158,855 	 150,000 	 150,000
Capital Campaign	 0 	 69,768 	 100,000 	 0
Net August Festival Income	 64,460 	 55,163 	 64,000 	 64,000
Misc Receipts	 33,402 	 94,263 	 54,000 	 60,497
Total Income	 1,357,055 	 1,519,722 	 1,492,700 	 1,423,847

Wages	 575,960 	 595,405 	 589,980 	 598,850
Employee Benefits	 124,561 	 131,801 	 137,901 	 142,150
Parish Programs
    Liturgy	 8,968 	 5,716 	 5,500 	 10,623 
    Religious/Adult Education	 (36,601)	 (41,124)	 (34,000)	 (29,276)
    Parish Council	 751 	 309 	 1,000 	 1,000
    Social Ministry	 5,166 	 3,496 	 5,000 	 5,445
    Youth Ministry	 4,789 	 5,853 	 9,000 	 4,247
    Music Ministry	 1,377 	 862 	 (1,000)	 2,500
    Parish Projects	 7,651 	 7,141 	 9,000 	 6,000
    Pastoral Ministry	 728 	 (645)	 3,000 	 2,800
Operating Costs
    Repair & Maintenance	 55,632 	 51,062 	 54,250 	 37,770
    Utilities	 80,958 	 79,988 	 82,300 	 75,400
    General Office Expenses	 34,939 	 42,932 	 34,000 	 40,000
    Misc Expense	 41,885 	 48,464 	 42,700 	 50,850
    Insurance	 43,340 	 51,623 	 50,000 	 41,600
    County Assessments	 8,361 	 4,142 	 12,000 	 4,200
    Archdiocesan Assessment	 99,000 	 97,439 	 97,439 	 95,050
    Major Maint./Enhancement	 28,434 	 21,091 	 85,000 	 25,000
    Principal/Interest	 328,156 	 302,913 	 302,904 	 302,913
    Water & Sewer Assessment	 6,082 	 5,988 	 7,000 	 6,725
Total Expenses	 1,420,137 	 1,414,457 	 1,492,974 	 1,423,847 
Excess Income (Expenses)	 (63,081)	 105,266 	 (274)	 0

Expenses through 6/30/07 • Fiscal Year 2007Revenues through 6/30/07 • Fiscal Year 2007

Programs & Services Costs
Principal/Interest
Maintenance & Operating Costs
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St. Joseph’s welcomes our newest baptized members, 
congratulates our newly married couples, and remembers 
those who have gone on before us. Our prayers are with 
all of them, their families, and our community.

Pastoral Care
In Our Prayers...

September 9, 2007
Lilah Jean Bakkestuen

David & Kimberly Bakkestuen

September 16, 2007
Maxwell James George
Joseph & Dawn George

September 23, 2007
Tanner Joseph Dittrich

 Timothy & Paula Dittrich

Lindsay Mae Ivory
Thomas & Tara Ivory

Avarie Grace Mondry
Richard & Christina Mondry

Alexander Dion Murray
Jonathan & Tami Murray

Carter Michael Ramacher
Jeffrey & Stacy Ramacher

Lainey Christine Rhame
Brian Pilrain & Christina Rhame

Joseph Edward Ross
Joseph & Margaret Ross

October 7, 2007
Shaelyn Mary Devaney
Pat & Stephanie Devaney

Caden John Luedke
John & Julie Luedke

Makayla Barbara Toenjes
Curt Turner & Barbara Toenjes

Annie Mary Vomela
Timothy & Lisa Vomela

Baptisms
July 29, 2007

Julia Diane Montgomery 
Gerald Jordan &  

Lisa Sharon Montgomery

 Marriages
September 8, 2007

Robert Stenger & Stacie Frost

September 22, 2007
Eric Lingbeek & Jessica Kaufman

October 6, 2007
Jamey Mills & Shannon Mikel

Deaths
Merlin J. Fairbanks

Robert Joseph Strohmeyer

Pearl Agnes Rosky

Carter Gordon Mitchell

Ervin R. Gretsch

Grace A. Goergen

William B. Nintemann

Junior John Rehbine
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Ask St. Joseph

How many people can be seated in 
the worship space?

1,100

What does it mean when Fr. Mark 
signs his letters Deo Gratias?

It is an old liturgical formula of the 
Latin Church to give thanks to God 
for graces received. 

How many people can be seated in 
the Q

This is a quarterly newsletter produced by volunteers. 
We welcome input—pictures, suggestions, stories, 
poems, jokes, reflections. We prefer articles on discs 
or emailed, but will use articles handwritten or typed. 
Pictures may also be submitted digitally. Articles may 
be edited for length, grammar, or to fit the mission 
of this newsletter. To contribute: EMAIL to the office: 
chriss@saintjosephsparish.org

If you would like to join us in planning one issue or more, 
contact Mary Ann Henke for meeting times.

Newsletter Volunteers
Tim Hennagir, 
   Blaine-Spring Lake Park Life . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer
Barb Drewlo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Production Coordinator
Mary Ann Henke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coordinator/PPC Liaison

Newsletter Mission Statement

“The mission of the St. Joseph Newsletter is to 

provide a vehicle to bond parishioners and 

support the mission of St. Joseph Parish of Rice Lake 

by providing common information.”

1,100A
What does it mean when Fr. Mark 
signs his letters Q
It is an old liturgical formula of the 
Latin Church to give thanks to God 
for graces received. 

A


