


12     St. Joseph Parish Newsletter  /  Fall 2007

Faith Formation
Middle School Mission Trip

Note: This July, 27 middle school youth and seven adults 
from St. Joe’s joined with 23 youth and six adults from Our 
Savior’s Lutheran to travel to Wausau, WI for a week-long 
mission trip. While Wausau doesn’t exactly sound like a 
place to send “missionaries,” we found it perfect. We stayed 
in cabins at church camp and traveled through the area to 
serve with our hands and by our example. With our actions 
we lived St. Francis’ advice: “Preach the Gospel always and 
if necessary use words.” The following is an account from 
Jean Alt, one of the adult leaders, followed by a few accounts 
of where we “bumped” into God. There are many, many more 
– just ask any one of us! 

By Jean Alt

They came bright and early in the morning – eyes 
not quite open, young (6th, 7th, and 8th graders) 

and the “elder-teens” (i.e., chaperones, coffee in hand) 
with curiosity, anxiety and most of all a heart with lots 
of warmth in it to go serve God in Wausau, Wisconsin.

I saw in their eyes new adventure, wonder and awe 
over the week. I saw listening ears to seniors who were 
sharing stories of their life and expressing how much 
fun celebrating “Christmas in July,” making homemade 
ice cream, and playing bingo was. I heard words come 
from our “missioners” of comfort, care and concern. 
I saw sweat roll off of brows as they painted shelters, 
shoveled rock, pulled weeds, washed windows, moved 
books (over and over), picked up trash, dusted dry 
wall dust, swept, and stained wildlife observation 

platforms. I saw love come from their hearts as they 
learned about the Mihincon [Mohican] Indian culture, 
made new friends, experienced their drum ceremonies 
and traditions, visited with the community, took part 
in their dances, and made residents on the reservation 
smile. I saw within their “middle school community” 
how they all become ONE – working side by side, 
watching over each other, helping each other, including 
each other in games, activities, prayer and song. There 
was no complaining about the work, the weather or 
any conditions. They were there to do a “mission” and 
did an awesome job!

God was truly working in these young people. We 
have an amazing group of young adults in our 
community with a desire to share God’s word and 
make a difference in this world. I came away from 
this wonderful adventure with such an inner peace 
knowing that 50+ young people took a week out of 
their summer to go make a difference in this world. 
I am truly amazed by these middle schoolers in their 
hard work, dedication and commitment to God. What  
a wonderful up and coming generation we have! I hope 
and pray that they will all continue to answer God’s 
call, share his word, share their talents and continue 
on their mission in this world. This mission trip was 
a wonderful experience for me and taught me many 
things I will never forget!

Continued on page 13.
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Faith Formation
Middle School Mission Trip, cont. from page 12

I want to thank St. Joseph’s Church, Our Saviors 
Church, Judy Doonan-Twohy and Pastor Karn 
Carroll for all their hard word, dedication, time and 
commitment to make this “mission” possible. I truly 
believe it made a difference in so many peoples lives!

So…where did you see God?
Lynn: Where did I see God? By far in the kids we 
brought. To see them work so hard and feel so good 
about the gifts they could bring, made me appreciative 

of their commitment and great attitude and gave me 
faith in the future. God worked directly through these 
kids and they did it without complaint or hesitation.

Jessie: When we were weeding on the reservation there 
was an old woman who enjoyed watching us garden. 
She has Alzheimer’s, but seeing us brought back good 
memories of growing up on a farm. She appreciated 
that. 

John: There was a 95-year-old woman at the nursing 
home who was sharp as a tack and enjoyed us.

Sam: When our group went to the Indian reservation, 
we met a kid named Jake. At first, he was kind of 
quiet, probably because he didn’t know us, and we 
didn’t know him, but before the night was over, he was 
joking around with us and we all had a great time. Jake 
was also a part of the drum ceremony that we got to 
be a part of that night after our service projects. That 
was really cool because they explained to us all of the 
different traditions, and what all of the songs meant. 
When the group was finished with their part of the 
ceremony, all of the men and boys that were there had 
the opportunity to join in the drum circle and drum 
along with Jake and the rest of the drummers. Jake 
was just a really cool kid, and he will always be in my 
memory.

Susan: So many of the people were really thankful  
for the stuff we did. The nursing home even called us 
to say that they wanted us to come back. It really stuck 
out to me that when they weren’t in good health or in  
a wheel chair, they were so grateful for the little things, 
like us coming to see them and play bingo. 

Katie: One of the kids wasn’t feeling well and I tried  
to be a friend. 

Judy: Some of the elders at the nursing home couldn’t 
believe Lutheran and Catholic children were allowed  
to pray, travel, and work together. One woman got 
teary, remembering that she wasn’t allowed to go to  
her brother’s wedding because he changed religions. 
She asked, “your churches know you’re doing this?” 
We assured her that they did and that they encourage 
us. “Marvelous.”
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Faith Formation
Senior High Mission Trip to Sault Ste. Marie

By Sarah Anderson 

For the past three years I have 
had the blessing to participate 

in mission trips. Each and every 
one of these trips hold a special 
place in my heart and each are 
unique to themselves. But one 
thing stays true about all of 
them. They are the highlight 
of my summer. The first year I 
participated on the mission trip  
I was apprehensive because I had 
never been away from my family 
that long, but once I was on the 
trip I had such an amazing time 
and was so busy with things that 
by the end I was so glad that I 
decided to come.

The people you meet on 
these mission trips are so amazing and you build 
relationships that will last a life time. The experiences 
also have the ability to change you as a person and 
help you grow in your faith and journey with God. 
The amazing part about all this is that the kids who go 
on these mission trips all have that same goal and you 
share this experience. When talking about the trip with 
friends I have made on these trips we like to put it as 
“You are up on a cloud high in the sky and feel so lifted 
that you never want to come down.” 

One moment I would like to share from this year was 
when I met a man named Andy. Now Andy is a man 
who was homeless who we met while working at the 
Salvation Army. During lunch he told us about his life 
and how he lives in a shack. Because Andy did not have 
a lot of money he wore the same clothes almost every 
day and his hair was very greasy and he was not the 
cleanest, so at first approaching him we were all a little 
nervous because we didn’t know him. But as soon as we 
sat down and started talking to him we realized this 
man had the biggest heart you could ever imagine. He 
said to us “I may not have it the best but I believe the 
good Lord has something in store for me and I just keep 
my faith in Him.” This to us was amazing that although 

his life is not the greatest and he lives each day not 
knowing what will happen the next he has such a 
strong faith. He is always there when the staff  
at the Salvation Army needs a hand and he always  
does things with a huge smile. He touched my life in 
ways hard to describe but it is on these mission trips 
that you can experience these things. Whether it is 
working with kids at Kids Club, painting someone’s 
house, eating with the homeless, or painting the nails  
of the elderly at the nursing home we do not realize  
the difference we can make in someone’s life. 

The reason I believe it is so important to experience 
these mission trips is because it takes you out of your 
every day life into a whole different environment for a 
week. You are helping those who need it most and you 
are impacting lives while growing in your faith as well. 
The group you go with becomes like a family and you 
know that they will always be there to help you through 
anything. The music you sing is always amazing as 
well! If you do not know many people at the beginning 
of the trip, by the end you will know a whole bunch!! 
I truly believe that it is thoroughly rewarding to go on 
these mission trips and that everyone should experience 
it at least once in their life. It is the highlight of my 
summer and I can’t wait until next year!
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St. Joseph’s welcomes our newest baptized members, 
congratulates our newly married couples, and remembers 
those who have gone on before us. Our prayers are with 
all of them, their families, and our community.

Pastoral Care
In Our Prayers...

Deaths

Baptisms

Marriages

February 25, 2007
Tyler James Brannan

Patrick & Kristal Brannan

April 29, 2007
Amelia Grace Jorgenson

Bryan & Heather Jorgenson
 

May 13, 2007
James Caleb Cregan
Jesse & Sara Cregan

Therese Raylynn Robeck
Anthony & Marianne Robeck

May 27, 2007
Jane Rachel Gold
Paul & Lisa Gold

Abigail Rose O’Brien
Matthew & Kristi O’Brien
Olivia Katelynn Peterson

Walter & Taya Peterson

June 10, 2007
Riley Lucille Joyer

Brian & Tamara Joyer 

June 24, 2007
Victoria Sofia Ashland
Leslie & Stella Ashland

Christopher Matthew Hodges
Matthew & Amanda Hodges

Wyatt Rohow Prom
Keith & Lauren Prom

Allison Ann Siebenaler
Nathan & Cindy Siebenaler
Anthony Joseph Schifsky

William & Mary Terese Schifsky
Nash Kucera Viere
Chris & Amy Viere

Addison Reese Wagner
Justin & Darci Wagner

July 14, 2007
Devin Lee Kohler

Darren & Dawn Kohler
Nicholas Serpico Summers

Jason & Angela Summers

July 29, 2007
Matthew Douglas Mayer
Douglas & Wendi Mayer

Avery Lee McNamara
Brody James McNamara

Daniel & Jennifer McNamara
Julia Diane Montgomery   

Gerald Jordan &  
Lisa Sharon Schuweiler
Zachary James Stasny
Jeffrey & Valerie Stasny

Audrey Lynn Thill
Brian & Carissa Thill

Colton John Wombacher
Cory & Andrea Wombacher

August 5, 2007
Aric Thomas Bittman
Daniel & Julie Bittman

August 19, 2007
Olivia Kayann Hauer

Burton (Tony) & Erin Hauer
Edward Reed Klingberg
Eric & Rachel Klingberg
Emma Irene Thompson

Richard & Amy Thompson
Isabelle Marie Twohy

Nicholas & Danielle Twohy

February 16, 2007
 Daniel Pitzen & Heather Nichols 

April 21, 2007
Robert Perry & Tracy Kirschenmann

May 5, 2007
Matthew Boeckerman & Kim Rath

May 25, 2007
Robert Medeiros & Kellie Jo Barto

May 26, 2007
Kyle Lundequam & Lauren Rozeboom

June 8, 2007
Patrick Herbert & Amy Hattenberger

June 16, 2007
John Holterhaus & Brooke Meschke

June 23, 2007
Karl Rasmussen &  Jenna Anderson

June 30, 2007
Benjamin Smith & Jessica Jackson

July 28, 2007
Matthew Honold & Kristin Schouviller

August 4, 2007
Shawn Growe & Kristen Kerfeld

August 18, 2007
Clayton Masters & Tamara Groff

Tora Enestvedt
Delores (Ruby) Diggins

Franklin (Frank) Oliver Husnik
Thomas Joseph Smith
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Ask St. Joseph

Who holds the record for attending the 
most parish festivals?

St. Joe doesn’t know for sure but thinks 
Madonna Hughes may hold the record 
for attending 77 parish festivals. 
Anyone who can top that is encouraged 
to contact the office at 651-784-3015 or 
office@saintjosephsparish.org to set the 
record straight.

Who holds the record for attending the 
most parish festivals?Q

This is a quarterly newsletter produced by volunteers. 
We welcome input—pictures, suggestions, stories, 
poems, jokes, reflections. We prefer articles on 
discs or emailed, but will use articles handwritten 
or typed. Pictures may also be submitted digitally. 
Articles may be edited for length, grammar, or to fit 
the mission of this newsletter. To contribute: EMAIL 
to the office: chriss@saintjosephsparish.org

If you would like to join us in planning one issue or more, 
contact Mary Ann Henke for meeting times.

Newsletter Volunteers
Harry Carlson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer
Jean Alt   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer
Sarah Anderson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer
Barb Drewlo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Production Coordinator
Mary Ann Henke  . . . . . . . . . . . Coordinator/PPC Liaison

Newsletter Mission Statement

“The mission of the St. Joseph Newsletter is to 

provide a vehicle to bond parishioners and 

support the mission of St. Joseph Parish of Rice Lake 

by providing common information.”

St. Joe doesn’t know for sure but thinks 
Madonna Hughes
for attending 77 parish festivals. 
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